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During his election campaign in 2008, U.S. Presi-
dent Barack Obama vowed to help protect Indigenous
Cultural Rights and Sacred places, stating in his plat-
form that “Native American sacred places and site-
specific ceremonies are under threat from development,
pollution, and vandalism. Barack Obama supports legal
protections for sacred places and cultural traditions, in-
cluding Native ancestors’ burial grounds and churches.”

Unfortunately, this straightforward and morally-
responsible position has never materialized in any mean-
ingful way.

As a result, more and more sacred sites in the United
States are being threatened; while others continue to be
torn apart in the familiar names of comfort, convenience,
desperation and so-called progress.

Here are just some of the endangered sites:

The Glen Cove Shellmound site in Vallejo, Califor-
nia, is being threatened by the Greater Vallejo Recreation
District (GVRD) and the City of Vallejo. They want to
turn the site into a community park with its own trail, pic-
nic tables, restroom facilities and parking lot. Known to
the Ohlone Peoples as Sogorea Te, the site is a final rest-
ing place for thousands of Indigenous People dating back
at least 3,500 years.

The San Francisco Peaks, a sacred Mountain in
Northern Arizona, has been under threat for several years
by a ski resort project. In 2004, the project developers
proposed the use of roughly 180 million gallons of treated
wastewater effluent to produce fake snow on the Moun-
tain. Fortunately, the obscene effort to make “sewage
snow” was halted in December. However, the resort is
being allowed to expand, so it may be only a matter of
time before the US Forest Service-backed sewage scheme

is renewed. The San Francisco Peaks are held sacred by
more than 13 Indigenous Nations.

In Massachusetts, a large-scale wind farm develop-
ment project is threatening Nantucket Sound, a sacred
place for the Wampanoag Nation. The project calls for 30
wind turbines spread over several miles along the Cape
Cod shoreline. A recent action alert explains,
“Wampanoag means ‘People of the First Light’ because
they have sacred ceremonies which require an unob-
structed view of the rising sun over Nantucket Sound. The
sunrise rituals are also performed on the death of elders.”
Standing 400 feet tall, the turbines would obstruct the
Wampanoag’s view. Further, “off-shore burials would
also be destroyed by the project. They have claimed the
Sound as a Traditional Cultural Property and it has been
determined eligible for inclusion on the National Register
of Historic Places.” Nevertheless, the project is being
pushed ahead.

(Continued on page 3)
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Founder’s Message

As founder of the Eagle’s Nest
Center, Inc, I have been asked to
make a personal entry into the
newsletter. First, I would like to
express my deep heartfelt grati-
tude to everyone who has truly
supported my vision.

The past year has been very difficult not knowing if
we would be able to continue with the economic crisis
that we have all been a part of and have felt the effects of.
Donations have fallen off to about 0 at a time when the
people’s need for help has increased dramatically. The
past year many prayers were made by others and myself,
and nothing short of a miracle has kept us alive. Thank
you to those who have been able to help expecting noth-
ing in return.

Eagle’s Nest Center which trains individuals and
agencies in restorative justice have been very slow. Agen-
cies that had planned to train have lost funds but we are
hopeful this will get better. I continue to provide my ser-
vices to the correctional system as Spiritual Advisor to
inmates at Winnebago, Wisconsin Resource Center, Red
Granite, and Kettle Moraine Correctional. I am hopeful
that soon Eagle’s Nest Center will be joining an effort to
provide help to incarcerated individuals returning to the
community with Portage County. This I am hopeful, will
involve both restorative justice work and re-entry ser-
vices. These are two of the three aspects of Eagle’s Nest
Center’s mission statement. Providing help to those re-
turning to the community, be it from incarceration, drug
treatment or those youth who fall deep between the cracks
will strengthen those individuals to have a fighting chance
at becoming a positive member of our communities.
Teaching simple life skills, good values and principles
and continued encouragement can go a long way in
achieving this goal.

Recently Eagle’s Nest Center attempted to apply for
a federal grant, “The Second Chance Act “and we needed
to partner with the Department of Corrections. They did
not want to work with us. This was something that really
bothered me personally. From the last newsletter, an arti-
cle appeared about the award I received from the National
Recreation Foundation. It is my intention to help children
of incarcerated parents by sponsoring a youth camp.
Meeting with one of the D.O.C.’s top officials and Sena-
tor Taylor’s office, I was surprised to find little interest by
D.O.C. in what I was trying to accomplish for these
young people. I was informed that these children are 4
times more likely to wind up in jail or prison themselves
and 10 times more likely to, if they had a parent who was
gang related. Even though I was treated politely, it both-
ered me that there was such a lack of interest on their part

considering I was proposing funding this youth camp.
With this all, it will be my goal to try to strengthen a rela-
tionship with the D.O.C.

The correctional system in the United States has
made quite a large business of locking people up. Some
states more than others do. Personally, this disturbs me
especially after I had been turned down twice attempting
to provide help in this area.

In 2009, the Pew Foundation funded the Council of
State Governments to study the Department of Correc-
tions if Wisconsin. I attended those meetings at the state
capital; something the council had reported on sticks with
me. They reported to the committee that prisons are to
lock up those people who scare us, you, Wisconsin, have
gotten into the practice of locking up people who simply
annoy you. This statement to me was profound. Programs
to help that group of people should be utilized. I believe
we are just making the situation worse by educating low
threat people to become criminals. Furthermore, the fact
that according to our state budget, we spend more on
locking people up than we spend educating our youth is
disturbing.

The young people, our hope, the next generation, I
feel deserves all of our attention. Locking them up is
easy. Helping them make it is hard work. These are the
ones who will be caring for us when we are no longer
able to care for ourselves. This scares me. Therefore, I
will continue to help even if it is only one individual at a
time.

Restorative Justice teaches good values and princi-
ples. It is about restoring whatever it may be to a good
place. It takes work, and commitment.

Re-entry work not only involves getting a job, it in-
volves teaching life skills, good values and principles,
etc... but to really see some success, the commitment to
mentor, literally taking someone by the hand and walking
with them until you can let go, then walking with them at
their side.

My personal life away from Eagle’s Nest Center in-
volves my life as a Spiritual Leader. In many ways it is
very much interwoven with Eagle’s Nest Center.

(Continued on page 3)
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Sacred Sites (Cont’d)

(Continued from page 1)

Since 2006, a sacred Mountain known as Mato Paha
(Bear Butte) has faced continual encroachment of bars
and concert venues, turning a place of Ceremony for the
Plains People into the ditch of a nearby social wasteland.
Located eight miles east of Sturgis, South Dakota, each
August the Sturgis Bike Rally brings as many as 500,000
people to the region, along with “excessive motorcycle
noise pollution, helicopters, flashing strobe lights over the
mountain” and boundless intoxicated campers.
“Traditional people travel to Bear Butte for annual cere-
monies and to worship, from May through the end of Au-
gust,” explains the website, Protect Bear Butte. And now,
“Each year people are violated in ceremony with the ex-
treme noise and commotion that the Rally brings.” There
has also been a great deal of racism underlying the Rally
and developments.

Other sacred sites include: Black Mesa, the sacred
homelands of the Dine’ (Navajo) and Hopi Peoples; The
Mound temples and historic villages of the Muscogee in
Mississippi; The Traditional Ceremonial lands of the Ka-
ruk in northern California; The Arctic National Wildlife
Refuge, known to the Gwich’in People as “the sacred
place where life begins”.

Further, there is Red Butte, a sacred place to the Ha-
vasupai Nation which is now threatened by uranium de-
velopment; Eagle Rock, a spiritual site to Keweenaw Bay
Indian Community, threatened by a nickel and copper
sulfide mine; the “mysterious” Alabama mound, a place
of prayer for many Indigenous Nations which was
“accidentally” desecrated; The sacred Cherokee site of
Kituwah, which is threatened by a new electrical station;
and the Shoshone Spiritual site of Mount Tenabo, which
is threatened by an open pit gold mine.

Finally, there is Mount Graham and the Oak Flats,
which are sacred sites to the San Carlos Apache; The Sut-
ter Buttes of Northern California, which are sacred to the
Maidu and Wintun Peoples; the McCloud River Water-
shed, sacred to the Winnemem Wintu People; and the sa-
cred sites of the O’odham People, which are threatened
by a new freeway project.

To recap, these are just some of the cultural and reli-
gious sites that are facing imminent destruction in the
United States today.

It’s an unparalleled tragedy, except that it looks so
much more like a renewal of America’s legacy of geno-
cide: when entire villages were thrown into a pit and
burned, when blankets infested with small pox were sent
out to decimate the People, when the military put out one
dollar “scalp rewards”, when the residential school sys-
tem was built..

This was all brought on by a Christian moral policy
that said Indigenous People were “not human” so it was
ok to demolish them in any way possible.

Glowing Rhetoric or no glowing rhetoric, this is the
same argument that CEOs and Politicians are using to
justify the destruction of these sites and absolutely disre-
gard the rights and cultures of Indigenous People.

Founder’s Message (Cont’d)

(Continued from page 2)

The third and final aspect of our mission statement is
Cultural Education. At the end of May I will be intersess-
ing a Bear Dance. It is my commitment to keep business
away from my spiritual commitment. This ceremony is
about renewing life and those who are interested in at-
tending can contact me directly. This is all [ am willing to
say in a newsletter.

Life is all very much interconnected. Our ceremonies
are cultural education but they need to remain the way
they are and the way they have been. I have to chosen to
write about this because some people have wondered why
this ceremony does not appear on Eagle’s Nest Center’s
website. It is like the government’s separation of church
and state. So again, you can contact me directly if you are
interested.

Finally, at this difficult time, “Grandfather says this,
Keep going.” Joseph Marshall from the book entitled,
“Keep Going, the Art of Perseverance”

Until later,

Toksa ake,

Robert (Mato Iyankahan)
Mitakuye Oyasin

As Cherries Blossom, a Taste of
Spring

An American Indian-infused recipe from the popular Mit-
sitam Café—Courtesy of the American Indian News Service

Cherries pair with the earth and sea in this favorite springtime
recipe from Richard Hetzler, executive chef at the acclaimed
Mitsitam Cafe at the Smithsonian’s National Museum of the
American Indian in Washington, D.C.

Cherry-dusted sea scallops, with roasted-garlic potato hash and
cherry reduction, is an elegant dinner that can be made year
round, but is never more suitable than in the sweet months be-
tween cherry blossoms and cherries ripening.

Cherry-dusted sea scallops, roasted garlic and potato hash with
cherry reduction, serves 4
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Ingredients:

12 sea scallops

1 cup dried cherries

3 oz. olive oil

2-3 medium Yukon Gold potatoes, diced small
4 cloves roasted garlic

3 tbsp. cornstarch

Note: For roasted garlic, place garlic cloves with about 2 tbsp.

vegetable oil on a roasting pan in a 350-degree oven for 8-10
minutes or until golden brown.

For sauce:

2 cups cherry juice
Y2 cup red wine vinegar
Y5 cup sugar

To prepare cherry dust:

1. Lightly coat dried cherries with cornstarch and place in a

200-degree oven overnight, about 12-14 hours.

2.  Remove from oven and let cool completely at room tem-

perature.

Puree in coffee grinder and set aside. (Note: If cherries still feel
like they have a lot of moisture in them, dry for longer in oven.)

To prepare sauce:
1. In a medium sauce pan, add in all ingredients, bring to a

boil, reduce by three-fourths and cool completely (should

be the consistency of syrup; if too thick thin with more
cherry juice).

Eagle’ s Nest Center,
N8968 Deerborn Ave

Westfield, W1 53964

Phone: 608 -296 -4023

E-mail: eagleinc@eaglesnestcenter.org

Web site: www.eaglesnestcenter.org

To prepare potato hash

1. Heat a medium non-stick sauté pan with 2 tbsp. of olive
oil.

2. Mash the roasted garlic in the saute pan with a wooden
spoon or spatula.

3. Add diced potatoes and sauté until potatoes are golden
brown and soft through.

4. Season to taste with salt and pepper.

To prepare scallops:

1. Heat a medium non-stick sauté pan with 1 tbsp. of olive
oil.

2. Secason the scallops with salt and pepper, and lightly dust

with cherry dust. Sear scallops for 2 to 2 1/2 minutes per
side.

3. Remove scallops from pan. Let rest for 1 minute before
plating up.

To plate up (7-inch round plate or a plate of your choosing)

1. Using a 1 Y%-inch ring mold in the center of the plate, fill
with potato hash and pack down with a spoon.

L

Lightly drizzle about 1% ounces of the cherry sauce on the
plate. Then place the seared scallops as if on the face of a
clock at four, eight and 12. Serve warm.

The American Indian News Service is produced for the National Museum of the
American Indian. All content is free to publish or post. Email the editor at edi-
tor@americanindiannews.org. Visit the American Indian News Service at
www.americanindiannews.org.

nc.



